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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. (Currently Amended) A fluid connector apparatus 
5 adapted for use with a compression apparatus , the fluid 
connector apparatus comprising: 

a first connector and a second connector, the 
apparatus further having a first position and a second position, 
both positions allow for fluid flow therethrough including a 
10 plurality of fluid - - perto formed therewith - that £ acilita - tco fluid 
communication — between a — plurality — — fluid — conduito of — trhe 
oomproodion — apparatus — etttk — a — prcoouriacd — fluid — source, — each — e£ 
the plurality - of fluid porta defining a fluid orifice located at 
the first connector; 

15 _the second connector is releasably attached to the first 

connector, at a proximal end of the orifice of the first 
connector, wherein the orifice further includes a valve; 

in the first position the valve is in a substantially open 
position by the second connector for allowing fluid flow from 
20 the compression apparatus to a compression sleeve; 

^configured for fluid flow ; and 
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in the second position the second connector is detached 
from the first connector, the valve substantially reduces but 
does not close the orifice to fluid flow therethrough for 
approximating the pneumatic behavior of the detached compression 
5 sleeve at the second connector 

a — volvc — being diopoood — with one — — t-he — fluid — porto, 

said — valve — being — operable — to engage — £**e — fluid — port — s - tieh — that 
disconnect — e£ — a — fluid conduit — e§ — fefee — compression — apparat ^ a e 
corresponding — to — fcke — fluid — port — from — the — connector — r - oducoo — a 
10 dimonoion of the fluid orifice of the fluid port . 

2. (Canceled) ¥ke — f - luid — connector apparatus — according - 1hs > 
eto - im 1 vfhercin the conn ee tor includes a first — connector having 
a first plurality of fluid ports and a second connector having a 
second plurality of fluid ports, 

15 3. (Canceled) 5fee — fluid — connector apparatus — according — fee 

claim 1 wherein upon disconnect of the fluid oonduit^ — said volvo 
io adapted to approKimatc pneumatic charactcriotioo of the fluid 
port having the valve in an open position, 

4. (Canceled) 5^*e — fluid connector — apparatus — according — 
20 claim 1 wherein the valve oomplctcly gIodgq the fluid port. 
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5. (Canceled) *he — fluid — connootor — apparatus — according — fee 
claim 1 2 wherein said first connector removably mates with the 
second connector. 

6. (Canceled) The — fluid connector apparatus — according to 
5 claim 4 therein paid valve includco a spring loaded plunger. 

7. (Currently Amended) The fluid connector apparatus 
according to claim 21 £ wherein said first connector f - l - uid port 
includes a cap portion disposed therein and said spring — loadod 
plunger valve engages said cap portion for limiting the travel 

10 of the valve to — create — aft — orifice — that — provi d ed a pneumatic 
behavior approximating oaid in an open positi ve* * . 

8* (Canceled) *fee — #luid — conncctog — apparatus — according — fee 
ol - aim 2 further comprising o gasket disposed to faoili - tatc fluid 
sealing between oaid first and second connectors. 

15 9. (Currently Amended) The fluid connector apparatus 

according to claim 1 3- wherein said second connector includes a 
locking arm extending therefrom such that said locking arm is 

adapted to releasably retain said first connector with said 
second connector. 

20 10. (Currently Amended) The fluid connector apparatus 

according to claim 9 wherein said oocond first connector 
includes a slot for engaging said locking arm. 



PA6E4/ir RCVD AT 12/18/2006 11:29:04 AM [Eastern Standard The] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF<5/11 * DNIS:2738300 * C8ID: ■ DURATION (miMS):01-34 



12/18/2006 12:25 FAX 



©005/011 



Docket No. 1832K US 

11. (Canceled) ft — fluid connector — apparatus — adopted — #e^= — uee 
with — a — compression apparatus , — fc&e — fluid — connector — apparatus 
comprioing: 

a — f irofc — eoflnoctor — having — tubular — walls — defining — a 

5 plurality of fluid po:i?tti adapted to oonncct to a firot plurality 
of fluid conduitoj ocxa - fr of the plurality of fluid port - o defining 
a fluid orifice configured for fluid flow 

wherein one of oaid porto oompriQco a coupling port/ 

wherein ono of — sna - ki - firot plurality of f luid -- en =a =iduita 

10 comprise a — a coupling — fitting — adapted — fe« — removable mating — with 
aald coupling port; 

a valve diopoocd within said coup l ing port, — oaid valve 

boing operable to — engage the coupling port ouch that disconnect 
— tke — coupling — fitting — from — t**e — coupling port — r - oducco — a 
15 dimonoion of the fluid orifice of the coupling - porti and 

a — ooeond — connector — adapted — to oonncct to — a — second 

plurality of fluid — eonduito and mate with said - first connector. 

12. (Currently Amended) The fluid connector apparatus 
according to claim l-3r whogoin — oaid — valve — includes — a — opring 

20 looded — plunger , wherein said second connector coupling — fitting 
includes an engagement portion extending therefrom and said 
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opring — loaded p l unger valve is displaced by said engagement 
portion when said second connector coupling — fitting is mated to 
said first connector coupling port , 

13. (Canceled) The fluid connector apparatus according to 
5 claim — 12 — wherein — said coupling — port included a oap — portion 

diopoocd therein and oaid opring loaded plunger - engages Daid cap 
portion — fce — reduce — the — dimonoion — of — £he — fluid — orifice — ^ — fefee 
coupling port- 

14. (Canceled)) The fluid connector apparatus according to 
10 claim 11 — %/hcrcin upon diooonnect — of the coupling — fitting, said 

valve is adapfeod to approximate pneumatic characteristics of the 
coupling port having the valve in an open position . 

15. (Canceled) ?4*e — fluid — conneotor — apparatus — acooicding — ^e 
claim 11 wherein th - e - valvo completely cloooo the coupling por-fe-.- 

15 16. (Canceled) The — fluid oonneotog — apparatus - - according — t-e 

claim — i4 — further — comprioing — a — gaolcct — diopoocd — fee — facilitate 
fluid scaling between oaid first and second connectors > 

17. (Canceled) £ke — fluid - connector — apparatus — according — fee 
claiffl — 11 wherein — said — first — connector — includes — a — locking — 
20 extending therefrom — such — that oaid — looking — asa — ie — adapted — fce 

roloaoably retain eei-d firDt connector with oaid second 

conneotor » 
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18. (Canceled) J £he — fluid connector apparatus — according — £e 
claim — W — wherein — oaid — oooond — connootor — includes — a — slot — 
engaging said looking arm, 

19. (Canceled) A fluid connootor apparatus adapted for uo < s 
5 with — a — compression — apparatuo, — fcke — £luid — connector — apparatus 

oomprioing; 

— a firot connector including a firot plurality of fluid 

porto formed — therewith — that — f luidly — communicatee — w - ith — a — firot 
plurality — e£ — fluid — eonduito, — each — o£ — the — plurality — &f — fluid 
10 porto defining a fluid orifice configured for fluid flow; 

a — aooond — conncctos — i*% — fluid — communication — with — a 

oceond plurality of fluid eonduito and comprioing a plurality of 
^ouplingo in fluid communication t herewith - ; — 

rcotrictor — mcano within oaid firot connecto r 

15 engaging the ono of — £^*e — fluid porto of - the — firot — oonncetor — suae** 
jfc - hat disconnect of a corresponding fluid conduit from the firot 
connector — reduoeo — a — dimension of — fehte — fluid orifice — of — the 
oorrcoponding — fluid — port — to approximating — dooircd — pneumatic 
• characteristics of the fluid port. - 

20 20 . (Canceled) 34*e — fluid connector — apparatus — according to 

claim 10 wherein the valve oomplctcly clooeo the fluid port. 
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21. (New) The fluid connector apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein the valve has a biasing member comprising at least 
one of the following: a spring, a plastic cantilever spring arm, 
and a elastometric material forming a gasket. 

5 22. (New) The fluid connector apparatus according to claim 

21 , wherein the valve is biased substantially open in the first 
position. 

23. (New) The fluid connector apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein at least one of the orifice and the valve has a slot 

10 therein. 

24. (New) The fluid connector apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein the valve further includes plunger and a valve seat 
having at least one slot. 

25. (New) A method of operating the fluid compression 
15 apparatus of claim 1 to approximate the pneumatic behavior of 

the detached compression sleeve at the second connector 
comprising: 

disconnecting the second connector from the first connector 
wherein the valve further comprises a slot therethrough at least 
20 at one of the orifice and the valve for fluid flow therethrough. 
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